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Abstract

Real difficulties occur in measuring and comparing technological accumulation across
firms, sectors and nations. National Innovation Systems (NIS) performance is also
difficult to measure. However, due to the growing demands from public and private
policy-makers for better information, progress has been made in both NIS measurement
and conceptualization. This paper attempts to shed light on the economic theory regarding
the performance of major OECD member NISs by presenting comparative analyses based
upon nation-level data for 1996-1997, measured using the Data Envelopment Analysis
(DEA) approach. It is possible to make useful international comparisons among OECD
nations in change-generating activities for the major NIS institutions.
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